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Paris Sciences and Lettres (PSL) Research University reaches out to Asia: 

Peking University (Beida) and Shanghai Jiao Tong University (SJTU), the 

newest partners of the Paris research university. 

Paris Sciences et Lettres (PSL) Research University, signed two agreements on Friday 1 July to 

formalise new strategic alliances in education, research, innovation and entrepreneurship. Peking 

University (Beida) and the University of Shanghai Jiao Tong have now joined Paris Sciences et 

Lettres Research University’s network of prestigious partners. 

Taking place after the 3rd session of the Sino-French Forum for HigherEducation held in Paris on 30 

June 2016, these ambitious agreements aim to develop strong scientific links between these 

institutions and increase new shared opportunities in innovation and research. The wealth of the 

programmes of the two Chinese institutions and the originality of the interdisciplinary programmes 

of Paris Sciences et Lettres, which combine the sciences, the arts, humanities and social sciences, 

create great potential for different collaborations. 

The main fields of research within the framework of this agreement are technology, engineering, 

robotics, innovation and entrepreneurship, Big Data, life sciences, sustainable development across 

social sciences, the study of the arts, cultural management and protection of world heritage sites. 

Exchanges of lecturer-researchers will be welcomed in each of the institutions, which will foster 

many new research and educational projects in these areas, enriched by the organisation of many 

conferences by faculty members. 

The Chinese Deputy Prime Minister, Ms Liu Yandong, highlighted the commitment of China over the 

next 5 years to grant 500 scholarships per year to Chinese students to study in France. Student 

mobility opportunities will also be strengthened. 

These agreements are the culmination of the excellent existing collaboration between Peking 

University, Shanghai Jioa Tong Univeristy g and the member institutions of PSL. Whilst Ecole 

Normale Superieure, the Ecole des hautes études en sciences sociales, the Ecole pratique des hautes 

études, the Ecole française d’extrême orient and Mines ParisTech have developed relationships with 



Peking University, Mines ParisTech, Paris Dauphine, ESPCI ParisTech and Chimie Paris have similarly 

worked for years with the Shanghai Jiao Tong University. 

 

 

Notes to Editors: 

 PSL is a world-class research university that places innovation and the creation of values at 

the heart of its ambition. Located in the centre of Paris, it unites 26 institutions of 

excellence, 19,000 students, more than 5,000 lecturer-researchers, as well as 178 research 

laboratories and over 80 libraries and museums. An innovative alliance of the arts, sciences, 

social sciences and the humanities, PSL provides the best talents with the means to meet, 

enrich their knowledge and invent the future. PSL is the meeting point of all disciplines, it 

has an outstanding potential for research and stimulates the boldest projects through 

partnerships that increase its impact on society and the economy. 

* Member institutions of PSL: Chimie Paris, Collège de France, Conservatoire national 

supérieur d’Art dramatique, Conservatoire national supérieur de Musique et de Danse de 

Paris, École des hautes études en sciences sociales, École française d'Extrême-Orient, École 

nationale des chartes, École nationale supérieure des Arts Décoratifs, École nationale 

supérieure des beaux-arts, École normale supérieure, École Pratique des Hautes Études, 

ESPCI Paris, Fondation Pierre-Gilles de Gennes pour la recherche, IBPC-Fondation Edmond 

de Rothschild, Institut Curie, Institut Louis Bachelier, La Fémis, Lycée Henri IV, MINES 

ParisTech, Observatoire de Paris, Université Paris-Dauphine, Association Art et Recherche, 

CNRS, INRIA, INSERM and Institut Pasteur 

 Peking University www.pekinguniversity:  Founded in 1898, Peking University was originally 

known as the Imperial University of Peking. It was the first national university covering 

comprehensive disciplines in China, and also served as the highest administration for 

education at the beginning of its founding.In 1912, the University adopted its present name 

and later, in 1952, was put at the top of the Chinese government agenda for promoting 

higher education and meet the needs of reform of the country. The University then became 

a key university in humanities and sciences with a focus on research. In April 2000, Peking 

University merged with Beijing Medical University, which has profoundly changed its 

composition and diversity. In 2005, the Faculty of Engineering was rebuilt. Today, the 

University comprises the natural sciences, engineering, medical sciences and the humanities, 

social sciences, management, education, foreign languages and many other fields to become 

a global institution of higher education in China. Peking University now has 40,000 students, 

5 faculties, 64 colleges and departments, 115 disciplines, 3,600 international students, 74 

academics from the Chinese Academy of Sciences and 13 academics of the Chinese Academy 

of Engineering. 

 

 Shanghai Jiao Tong University (SJTU) www.sjtu  SJTU is one of the best multi-disciplinary 

universities, research-oriented and internationalized in China. Through unremitting efforts 

for 120 years, SJTU plays a key role in the technological and economic developments in 

http://www.pekinguniversity/
http://www.sjtu/


China. SJTU is increasingly committed in scientific research and the country's technological 

innovation. More than 80 research centres and laboratories undertake different levels of 

development. SJTU has nearly 40,000 students, 2,000 international students, 2,700 faculty 

members, including 890 professors, 22 members of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and 24 

members of the Chinese Academy of Engineering. Until 2015, SJTU was ranked as the top 

Chinese university for the 6th consecutive year in number of projects. 


