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The European collaborative project INTERnational Cooperation in the Social Science and the 

Humanities (Interco-SSH) celebrated its second anniversary with a large conference in Budapest 

in April 2015, which gathered members of the project and researchers from other European 

countries, especially Eastern Europe, in order to enlarge the comparison, taking into account the 

-

the EU parliamentary election campaign 2014 shows the overrepresentation of males aged over 50 and the predominance of 

Dear INTERCO-SSH friends and partners,

Gisèle  Sapiro
Scientific Coordinator of the INTERCO-SSH project, CESSP-CNRS. 

Christian Fleck, Matthias Duller and Rafael Schö-
gler (GRAZ) reported at the Budapest conference 
on the results of a collaborative research project on 
newspaper articles written by social science and hu-
manities scholars on the occasion of the EU parlia-
mentary elections held from 22-25 May 2014. Over 
the period of one month collaborators in nine EU 
countries identified in 21 broadsheet newspapers 
216 articles. Several variables describe the SSH 
scholars contributing to public political debate on 
a European scale. 

The results show a bold overrepresentation of men (90 %). With 56 years on average, the authors are mostly academically 
settled. Measured by academic and public prominence, an East-West divide is visible with internationally prominent authors 
being represented chiefly in renowned West European newspapers. Most noticeable are the differences between scholarly 
disciplines of the authors. The most visible field was political science with more than a third of the articles. They do, however, 
publish predominantly in the country where they work or come from (less than 7 % of their articles are what we label “foreign 
commentaries”). Economists stand out as being particularly active in international dialogue (32 % foreign commentaries), while 
public sociologists are overwhelmingly male and with 63 years on average second oldest only to philosophers.

SSH Scholars in the Press: A comparative analysis of public interventions of SSH 

scholars during the EU parliamentary election campaign 2014

Matthias DULLER (Universität Graz)

     

Political Science 36.3 52.4 85.6 6.7 

Economics 19.0 55.7 89.1 31.9 

Sociology 14.9 62.6 97.3 10.8 

Law 6.9 50.4 100 11.8 

Philosophy 6.5 69.6 87.5 18.8 

History 6.5 56.6 93.8 18.8 

Mean - 56.3 89.8 11.6 



Thibaud BONCOURT (CESSP-CNRS)

How does science become an international en-

deavour? How did the social sciences, which 

notoriously emerged as a constellation of ‘na-

tional traditions’, develop cross-national forms 

of cooperation?

One way of answering these questions is to 

look at the history of international scholarly 

associations. In the INTERCO-SSH project, a 

comparative study of the international poli-

tical science and sociology associations (IPSA 

and ISA) was undertaken by Thibaud Bon-

court (CNRS). The study highlighted striking 

common points in the history of the two asso-

ciations. Their creation, in 1949, had political 

roots: in both cases, the United Nations Edu-

cational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

(UNESCO) played a key role in the process, 

as it saw the stimulation of the development 

of the social sciences as an important aspect 

of its mission – namely, the strengthening of 

international peace through cultural action. 

Throughout their history, IPSA and ISA were 

both engaged in a similar struggle to become 

autonomous from these political roots and 

develop an autonomous scientific agenda – 

a task rendered sometimes difficult by Cold 

War international tensions. 

Other common points are related to the way 

in which IPSA and ISA took on the task of be-

coming ‘international’. Both did so by first 

putting a clear emphasis on the Western wor-

ld, with membership rising predominantly 

in Western Europe and North America. This 

changed, however, from the 1970s onwards, 

as IPSA and ISA became increasingly open to 

Eastern Europe, Asia, Latin America and Afri-

ca. This geographical diversification was an-

terior and more pronounced in ISA, whose 

membership is currently less Western and 

more evenly distributed than that of IPSA. 

Disciplines, thus, are not all equally interna-

tional.

The history of international 

social science associations

Individual membership: breakdown by continent (percentages)

Barbara GRÜNING (University of Bologna)

The reception of Hannah Arendt in Germany and 

Italy

A research project comparing the reception of Arendt in Germany and Italy is 
conducted by Barbara Grüning (Bologna). The history of her reception seems 
to be similar in the two countries: until the 1960s, Arendt was chiefly received 
for her concept of totalitarianism by conservative intellectuals; from 1968 to 
the mid-1970s, her fame was obscured by Marxist thinkers. With the crisis of 
Marxist theories her thought progressively became central among political phi-
losophers and undogmatic leftists because of her idea of ‘the political’.

However, there are some crucial differences in her reception due to the diffe-
rent structures and history of the SSH in the two countries. In Germany, since 
1945, political philosophers were included among political scientists, whe-
reas in Italy they occupied a marginal position in the academic field until the 
mid- 1970s. Later, political philosophy developed as an autonomous discipline 
through the initiative of some professors who constituted an intergenerational 
network and defined a new canon of ‘political thinkers’, among which Han-
nah Arendt. In Germany, by contrast, the first scholars who introduced Arendt 
stressed her anti-conventional political thought to challenge academic bounda-
ries and to symbolically legitimate their position at the interface between the 
university and the public political space. Finally, in the 1990s, Arendt’s canoni-
zation was fostered by a new generation of academicians who mostly refused 
the interpretation of Arendt developed by the first generation of ‘Arendtianer’.

The conference discussed the institutio-

nal development of the Social Sciences 

and the Humanities in countries across 

the Iron Curtain. The first session on 

institutionalization presented the indi-

cators used in the project, followed by 

specific country reports. The second 

session considered processes of in-

ternationalization, in the form of case 

studies, covering most of the European 

continent. The third session focused on 

reception patterns of foreign scholarly 

paradigms in various national intellec-

tual contexts. The last session conside-

red the reception of Western European 

intellectual figures in Eastern Europe. 

The fate of individual social science 

disciplines in various countries was dis-

cussed through numerous case studies:  

demography and sociology in Roma-

nia, the SSH and pedagogy in Sweden, 

party history, educational science and 

geography in Hungary, anthropology 

in Lithuania, economics in Switzerland, 

economic cybernetics, ethnography, 

philosophy and semiotics in the Soviet 

Union. The conference concluded that 

study of social science disciplines bene-

fits from a historical and comparative 

perspective and that the papers pre-

sented deserve to be published by the 

end of the year.

Interco-SSH Conference in Budapest (27-30 April 2015) 

« The Social Sciences since 1945 in East and West : Continuities, 

Discontinuities, Institutionalization and Internationalization »

Viktor KARADY (Central European University)
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In Hungary, the belated development of the social sciences and the humanities changed direction after the Communist take-
over (1948). Most then emergent disciplines were banned until the 1960s. Scholarly career patterns reshaped via a set of 
research institutes outside universities and the exclusive competence granted to the Academy of Sciences to qualify scholars 
with special degrees. All this was accompanied by political purges. The central management of careers gave birth to an intel-
lectual ‘state nobility’ of sorts with persistent impact until today. 

The exhaustive prosopographical study of academic staff conducted by Victor Karady and Peter Nagy (WESLE), includes their 
bibliographies (1950-2010) and empirically accounts for this development. The table below summarizes the relative weight of 
productive clusters of SSH staff in the early 21st century in terms of the relative number of practitioners and their distribu-
tion by discipline (Column 1) by hierarchical standing (Column 2, 3 and 4) and by scholarly productivity (Column 5). This is an 
empirical demonstration of intellectual power relations between disciplines, marked, for example, by the variously dominant 
positions of history, economics and literary studies. 

A Prosopographical study of SSH staffs during and after Communism in Hungary

Victor KARADY (Central European University)

Argentina is a complex and interesting case for exploring new forms of scientific peripheriality. After a period of military dicta-

torships and economic crisis (1976-2003), emerges a dynamic, predominantly public and professionalized scientific field. While 

research capacities and material resources increased geometrically in the last decade, the structural heterogeneity of the field has 

been reinforced due to segmented circuits and an unequal distribution of scientific power between disciplines and institutions. 

Scientific policies concentrate full-time researchers and material resources within CONICET, widening the distance with public 

Universities located in the hinterlands, thus reinforcing the division between research and teaching. Two different cultures of 

evaluation consolidate: one clearly internationalized at the CONICET and another more nationally-oriented at public universities. 

Fernanda Beigel and Maximiliano Salatino 
(CONICET-UNCuyo) built a database  of all 
of the active Argentinian SSH journals (468). 
Many of these are indexed and dissemi-
nated internationally or regionally, mostly 
at Latin American repositories such as LA-
TINDEX-C, SciELO or REDALyC. But a sizable 
share is besieged by severe circulationx li-
mitations: 222/468 are not available in full 
text, or are not indexed in any database, or 
are still printed only on paper. As a result, 
these journals do not circulate beyond lo-
cal spaces. The figure below shows Argen-
tinian publishing circuits according to their 
interconnections and scope of circulation, 
pointing out a large local circuit featured by 
its isolation and restriction to small circles 
fueled by nationally-oriented scientists.

The SSH journals in Argentina: segmented circuits of circulation and prestige

Source: Beigel, F. and Salatino, M. “Circuitos segmentados de consagración académica: Las revistas de ciencias sociales y 

humanas en Argentina”, Información, cultura y sociedad (Vol. 32, june 2015).

Fernanda BEIGEL (CONICET)
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All in the SSH 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 
Numbers 3194 4729 1175 83447 



FORTHCOMING

9 - 11 
September 2015

Cordoba, Argentina

Conference

«Social sciences and humanities in 
the changing North-South relations» 

First cicular already available on the project website. 

More information to come soon 

More information: http://www.interco-ssh.eu/events

C.Fleck, « Institutionalization and de-institu-
tionalization of social science disciplines in 
Europe », invited paper at the Inaugural Confe-
rence “Institutions that Change the World” or-
ganized by the World Interdisciplinary Network 
for Institutional Research, in Old Royal Naval 
College in Greenwich, London, UK, September 
13, 2014. 

G.Sapiro (ed.), 
Le livre français aux Etats-Unis, au Royaume-Uni 

et en Argentine, CESSP/Institut Francais, Paris, 
2014 (accessible online).

A. Dujovne, H. Ostroviesky, G. Sora, « La tra-
ducción de autores franceses de ciencias so-
ciales y humanidades en la Argentina. Estado 
y perspectivas actuales de una presencia inva-
riante », Bibliodiversity, volume 3, 2014, pp. 20-
30 (accessible online).

G.Sapiro, « Translation as a Weapon in the 
Struggle Against Cultural Hegemony in the 
Era of Globalization », Bibliodiversity, volume 3, 
2014, pp. 33-42 (accessible online).

G.Sapiro, « Inequalities and Power Rela-
tionships in the Global Translation Market », 
Bibliodiversity, volume 3, 2014, pp. 7-11 
(accessible online).

M.Heredia, A quoi sert un économiste ?, Les Em-
pêcheurs de penser en rond / La Découverte, 
Paris, 2014.
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25- 26 
February 2016

Rotterdam, The Netherlands

Conference

«The Social Sciences and Humani-
ties in the European Research Area» 

The fifth meeting of the project will be part of 

a conference entitled  “The Social Sciences and 

Humanities in the European Research Area”

historical case study of a dispute that erup-
ted in the early 1980s over whether a young 
academic in the English Faculty at Cambridge 
University would be upgraded to a permanent 
post. Marcus Morgan and Patrick Baert ask 
how and why what might conceivably have 
been quickly forgotten as merely a trivial and 

-
place quickly turned into a cause célèbre. 

place within the university system in England at the time. They show how 
the enormous explosion in student numbers, and the concomitant change 

-
ring this period were instrumental in producing certain anxieties and resent-

-
pidly burgeoning social sciences into traditional humanistic modes of literary 
analysis. The authors identify another, more proximate contextual factor that 
structured the dispute in the relatively idiosyncratic and complex institutional 
structure of the university in which it unfolded. The second part of the book 
moves from a material to a symbolic analysis, working upon the assumption 

have broken down, and struggles ensue over the reconstruction of shared 
.

Patrick Baert & Marcus Morgan

Palgrave, 2015

Recent Publications


